Journal of the Royal Society of Medicine Volume 76 Apri/I983 335 from 1977 onwards and so for many chapters there has been a five year delay. This delay shows. There are very few references after 1977. For instance, under Langerhans cells it: is stated that Silberberg's findings 'remain controversial'. PUVA is given 16 lines and no guidelines are given as to its indications or contraindications. The retinoids hardly receive more than a mention and ketoconazole is mentioned as a possible future drug for systemic candidiasis, No mention is made of linear IgA disease.
The text is mostly accurate and very easily read. There are some statements with which the reviewer would disagree, e.g. it is stated that a liver biopsy is not usually to be recommended prior to methotrexate therapy for psoriasis. Many would raise an eyebrow when systemic steroids are to be 'seriously considered' in alopecia totalis or universal is. It was surprising to see that actinic reticuloid 'may evolve into any form of lymphoma'. The picture of parapsoriasis en plaques on page 251, included in the section on benign skin diseases, should more properly be under mycosis fungoides as it clearly demonstrates Stage I or possible II MF.
This book is recommended as a thoroughly sensible and balanced text. It would, however, benefit from a change to multi-authorship and perhaps this may be considered for the 8th edition.
ANDREW P W ARIN

Editorial Representative Section of Dermatology
The Craniosynostoses: Causes, Natural History and Management. D J David et al. pp 331 DM220 Berlin : Springer-Verlag 1982 This book has been based on a 25 year experience of treating craniosynostosis at the Adelaide Children's Hospital in South Australia. The authors have based the text on the neurosurgical experience of. 168 cases of such deformities, and present a most comprehensive account of the combined skills and interests of neurosurgery, maxillofacial surgery and plastic surgery for the treatment of this difficult and unusual group of patients.
The book is divided Into three parts. The first deals with the causes and effects of craniostenosis with an in-depth review of patterns of localized cranial growth, and the significance of craniostenosis as a pathological process. The second part deals with symptomatology and principles of investigation and treatment and in the third and largest section, a detailed analysis of the simple calvarial deformities is presented and the indications for surgery clearly set out. Next follows a full account of the diagnosis, management and treatment of the commoner craniofacial syndromes with most attention, rightly, being paid to Crouzon's and Apert's syndromes.
An excellent chapter on the psychosocial aspects of cranial facial surgery underlines the importance of a full understanding of the psychological problems found in these patients and their relatives.
Throughout the book the quality of photographs, radiographs and line drawings are of a high standard and well chosen. The operative details are clearly described and well illustrated. A useful appendix is provided to set out the organization of a craniofacial unit and a final section, in tabulated format, lists some 58 syndromes associated with craniosynostosis.
This book will provide a comprehensive reference source for all those physicians and surgeons dealing with patients with skull deformities and premature fusion of the cranial sutures. It should be of particular importance for paediatricians, neurosurgeons, plastic surgeons and craniofacial surgeons, as well as those workers involved in genetic counselling of the parents of such patients. Those contemplating their first contribution to learned medical journals will find a methodical breakdown of the various practical problems that they will encounter. Of particular value are chapters 5-9 on The Research Paper, The Case Report, The Review, The Editorial, and The Book Review and the Letter to the Editor. In Chapter 18, on Responding to the Editor's Decision, Dr Huth guides writers carefully through the various matters that arise following the submission of a manuscript. It is here that he is at his best as he distils his considerable experience into eminently sensible advice.
VICTOR BLOOM
Editor
